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AUSTRO-ASIATIC AND
While Prof. Thomsen maintained that a Munda1
influence has probably been at play in fixing the principle
regulating the inflexion of nouns in Indo-Aryan vernacu-
lars, such influence appeared to be unimportant to Prof.
Slen Konow. He found it more probable that the Dravi-
dian languages had modified Aryan grammar in such
characteristics and the Munoia family had thus, -at the ut-
most, exercised but an indirect influence through the
Dravidian forms of speech. He, however, admitted that
some phenomena of Bihari, like the conjugation of verbs,
the use of different forms to denote an honorific or non-
honorific subject or object and the curious change of
verb when the object is a pronoun of the second person
singular can be conveniently explained as due to Munda
influence.
Recent studies have tried to establish that this influence
can be traced further back. Prof. Przyluski in his papers,
translated here, have tried to explain a certain number of
words of the Sanskrit vocabulary as fairly ancient loans
from the Austro-Asiatic family of languages. He has
in this opened up a new line of enquiry. Prof. Jules
Bloch in his article on Sanskrit and Dravidian, also tran-
slated in this volume, has criticised the position of those
1 Dr. S. K. Chatterji prefers to call the Munda family Kol, as the
word Kol, according to him, is (in the Sanskrit-Prakrit form Kolla) an
early Aryan modification of an old Munda word meaning " man *'
(The Study of Kol, Calcutta Review, 1923, p. 455). Prof. Przyluski
also accepts his explanation (in/ra, pp. 28-29). As the word Muqda
has the disadvantage of being the name of special group of this
family (viz., the tribe which centres round the city of Banchi in Chota
Nagpore and whose language is called Mundari) , it would perhaps be
better to adopt the word Kol for the common designation of this parti-
cular branch of the Austro-Asiatic race or speech.

